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FREEDOM DISTRICT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTA

General Membership Meeting
May 2, 2024

Attendees: Brandi Blevins, Scott Buckwalter, Rahul Chaudhary, Caitlin Christ, Kara Copley, Beth Currence, Sherry
Hanson, Kristen Jenkins, Amanda Jozkowski, Stephanie Lihvarchik, Anne Macgregor-Das, Patricia Martin,
Shannon McCoon, Liz Rosenberg, Becky Russell, Christina Shaffer, Jenny Sharpless, Jessica Smith, Cynthia
Taylor, Inessa Times

6:30 PM Call to Order and Mission Statement
6:35 PM Approval of Minutes from April PTA Meeting
6:35 PM Reports of Officers

< Board Members - Beth Currence (Vice President), Karice Parada (Secretary), Christina
Shaffer (Treasurer), and Kara Copley (Membership Chair)
< School Administrators - Mrs. Smith:

5th Grade Celebration will officially take place on Monday, June 10th at Liberty
High School. Additional information and details will be coming for 5th grade
families.

Kindergarten Celebration will be on June 6th. We are trying things a little
differently this year.

Behaviors have been a hot topic lately. Please revisit with your child the basics
of the 3 R’s. (respectful, responsible and resilient) behavior. That is a job for all of
us to help each other and we think it will help the kids to end on a positive note.
The hot temperatures this past week (90’s) has everybody feeling like it's June 2
and not May 2nd. The more we can reiterate the 3 R’s at home the better things
will be at school

Testing is almost finished, 2 more weeks to go. Math for 4th is next week and
then math for 5th grade will be the following week.

Everyone is looking forward to TAW

Children’s Mental Health Matters week is also coming up. We will be sending
home information daily along with spirit days. We also sent an email to parents
to gauge interest for the Resiliency night. There will be dinner, some activities
and conversations about how you as parents can help kids learn the skills
necessary to solve problems at school.



e Pond Project- Ms. Waterman’s 2nd grade class took on the pond project. With
some parents’ help, they have cleared out the invasive plants and them they will
go back and plant native flowers.

% Mrs. Taylor

%

% Staff Representative - Mrs. Castner
e A huge thank you for all of the incoming items for the teacher’s supply closet,
especially paper towels. Planning to work with Ms. Waterman to transform the
gardens into more native gardens.
% Board President (Old and New Business) - Caitlin Christ (President)

6:45 PM

Old Business
< Bingo Thank-You’s
e A big thank you to our Co Chairs, Christina and Patty and committee members (as
well as everyone who helped out on the day of). It went fast, but seemed like the
kids had a really good time. There were some really great prizes, families went
above and beyond filling the grade level baskets
% Fundraising
> Chick-Fil-A (April 2024) - just over $100. Took place on the last day of Spring Break, so
not the best timing.
> Orioles Fundraiser - $ We received $8 back on every ticket sold. Maybe think about
doing another one in September. Freedom was not acknowledged on the Jumbotron for
participating in the fundraising event, maybe that was something we needed to pay for.
It was easy for us to do this fundraiser.
> MOD Pizza (April 2024) -just under $100
> Hersheypark Ticket Fundraiser - $ All tickets have been distributed, except 2 families.
Tickets are good through January 2025
> Bingo - $6700
% Upcoming Events - Volunteer Needs
> 5th Grade Graduation (Date Selected After April BOE Meeting)
m Volunteers - how can they help?
> End of Year Party (Thursday, June 6th, 2024)
m Could still use some help herel!
2024 - 2025 Budget - We are getting a pretty good sense of what our fall annual budget
looks like and we are starting to build out the 2045/25. Hoping to come back first thing
next school year with the budget voted on and ready to hit the ground running with all
of our different events/
% 2024 Board Position Openings + Vacancies - Have not gotten any interested candidates
yet.
> Secretary (Executive Board Position - must be confirmed by vote) If interested, please
email the Board at freedompta.org to submit your candidacy.
Fundraising Chair
Family Engagement Chair
Student Enrichment Chair
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% 2024 - 2025 Chairs + Committees
> Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion - Liz Rosenberg (Chair)
> Recognition and Appreciation - Patty Martin (Chair)
> Yearbook - Ashley Schall
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Back to School Kits - Christie Huter (Chair)
Back to School Nights - Executive Board [Membership Table]

e Mrs. Smith is hoping to try something new with BTS Nights and open house.
Hoping to make these events less crazy and crowded. We will try it this year and
if it doesn’t work, we can always go back to how it was done before. We have
heard the feedback and we know that we need to change something.

Back to School Bash - TBD (Chair/Co-Chairs) [Membership Table]
Fun Run - Brianna Buppert + Trish Whitty (Co-Chairs)

Veteran’s Day Celebration - Rachael Thompson (Chair)

Holiday Gift Drive - Patty Martin (Chair)

Ugly Sweater Scavenger Hunt - TBD (Chair/Co-Chairs)

STEM Fair - TBD (Chair/Co-Chairs)

Dance - TBD (Chair/Co-Chairs)

Bingo - TBD (Chair/Co-Chairs)

Teacher Appreciation Week - TBD (Chair/Co-Chairs)

End of Year Party - TBD (Chair/Co-Chairs)
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7:00 PM New Business

< Treasurer’s Report (April)

e Please see attached document with the breakdowns.
< Committee Reports
> BINGO Committee - Christina Shaffer and Patty Martin (Co-Chairs)
e We brought in $6700 in total (after expenses). An email was sent out to all who
volunteered to get feedback on the event.
> TAW Committee - Amanda Jozkowski and Kara Copley (Co-Chairs)

We'll be hanging up door decorations tomorrow
Sunday will be Chalk the walk.
Families have been bery generous with donations
We could definitely use some more help with the lunch on Tuesday. We'll need
help setting up, to refresh things and clean up.
Chocolate factory on Wednesday - stop by and fill a bag.
Lunch on Thursday
Breakfast on Friday- need help setting up and restocking
Posters are up letting staff know all the details of each day.
Monday we'll be going around on carts with drinks and passing out a special
candy bar with a number that goes along with a gift card prize.
> Play Day - Beth Currence

e Mr Tozer is taking care of the volunteers and stations. It is very important if you
are a volunteer to stay at your stations.

e Ritas - we are still trying to fixture out the logistics of what it will be. How fast
can we scoop because we have 30 minutes with back to back classes. We
definitely need help with this.

e We could use help passing out the volunteer lunch. Looking to get it through
Jersey Mikes.

> End of Year Party Committee - Caitlin Christ

e This will take place at Red Barn Ranch with access to all their cool fun things.

e Looking for Food trucks, Kona? We have some great connections for other types
of food. Parents have given feedback on wanting real ice %th cream while kids
love Ritas.



e Hopefully no smoke from the wildfires this year.
> 5th grade promotions
e There were about 5 people who responded to the initial post for volunteers.
e Did we get response and volunteers for the Picnic
e Yard Signs - deadline is tomorrow to order and then we will let the vendor know
how many we are ordering. They will get distributed at playday.
e Shirts - We got a price quote and just need someone to put together a design.
Looking at around $20 for performance material or $14 for cotton.
> Advocacy Committee - Amanda Jozkowski (Chair)
e Moving through the budget process. Happy that it was funded to the extent that
it was and that included the addition for Freedom.
e Thereis a final budget hearing this coming Monday at Carroll Arts Center. | plan
to be there to speak on behalf of Freedom in gratitude
e Early voting started today with election day on May 14th for the primary and the
general in November.
e Please, everyone get out and vote.

7:30 PM Announcements and Adjournment
< Date of Next Meeting
> Wednesday, June 5th, 2024 (Media Center) w/ Childcare Provided by KAH
e Moving the next meeting because it was scheduled for the end of year party.
e We will be voting, so please come if you are able.
Upcoming Events
> Teacher Appreciation Week - Monday, May 6, 2024 - Friday, May 10, 2024
> VIP + Me Paint Night - Friday, May 10, 2024 - 32 pairs of tickets sold as of today.
> End of Year Party - Thursday, June 6, 2024
> 5th Grade Promotion -
Upcoming Fundraisers
> Chick-fil-A Spirit Day - Tuesday, May 7th, 2024
< Adjournment - all in favor 7:23 pm
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